
  
 
 

 

Dear all, 
When 42 of us attended the Cusop History Group meeting on the 13th March 2020 in Cusop 
Village Hall, with John Price showing us his interesting local films, little did we think that we 
would be putting things on hold for so long.  When I postponed our planned April 2020 talk, I 
mentioned that you would have the chance to undertake those bits of research that you had 
been meaning to do for so long.    Did you manage to do any?   
On the theme of research, I am very grateful to Denise Darbyshire who has developed our 
research guidance framework, helped people get started and undertaken a lot of work co-
ordinating and documenting all the research projects that were underway. The important aim of 
the research undertaken by CHG members is to leave a legacy that is for the community, by the 
community and of the community. There is room for everyone, whether it is a small fun project 
such as finding out about a particular house, the history of a person buried in the graveyard, the 
story behind a photograph or a detailed piece of academic work.   

Given that CHG researchers have strong capabilities, confidence and enthusiasm, we are 
changing the way research is co-ordinated. Denise is keen that researchers carry on their own 
interests, but she will only oversee this with a light touch.  To this end, if anyone has any 
research projects over which they would like Denise to cast an eye, she would be very happy to 
do so over a cup of coffee rather than emailing. 

If you have anything of interest that you would like to share with the community that you have 
found out about Cusop, or any research that you want to add to our legacy then please email 
me at cusophistorygroup@gmail.com.   I would love to hear from you and add to the interesting 
history that we are creating.   
  
During the past 18 months I have been contacted by a number of people via our website or 
facebook page and it has been great to hear about connections and stories relating to Cusop. 
Where suitable these have been added to our website or have featured in the Link magazine or 
on a Blog post.  Sometimes, they have been behind the scenes where our members have 
helped with information for enquiries.    
 
Keith will be arranging one start up meeting for Spring next year on a mid-month Friday evening 
when we will reschedule our cancelled talk from Tony Usher but we are keen to involve you to 
make sure that we have topics of interest and check if you want to have meetings and events. If 
there was one talk or topic that you would like to hear about, what would it be? Could you 
help the group by organising or giving a talk or is there an event that you want to be part 
of?  Are you interested in on-line meetings or would you rather meet in person?  
Once we have some ideas and volunteers we will schedule some dates.  The pandemic has 
meant that we haven’t had a chance to hold an AGM but we will include this in the talk planned 
for next year. Your membership will carry forward and there is no charge.  

 

Here’s to the future of the past… 

 Sue 
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Remembering November 
 
These are the soldiers from Cusop parish 

who gave their lives in the 1st World War and are 

remembered on the War memorial tablet for 1914-

1918 in Cusop Church. 

 

2nd Lieutenant Ronald William St. George 

Cartwright. 

Born in 1895, killed 26 February 1918, age 23. 

Served in the 16 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps. 

His parents Arthur & Ellen Mabel Cartwright lived 

in Rothbury, Cusop. 

  

2nd Lieutenant Eric Percival St George 

Cartwright. 

Younger brother of 

Ronald, born 1897, fell to 

a sniper’s bullet, being 

killed instantly, on 

August 13th 1916, age 

19. Initially Serving in 

the 4th Battalion Leinster 

Regiment, an ‘extra 

reserve’ battalion, he then 

transferred to the newly 

formed Machine Gun 

Corps which placed Eric 

in the line of fire at the Somme. 

 

A scholar of Charterhouse and a talented poet, this 

poem was written when he was out at the Front, 

having taken part in much heavy fighting.  

 

From The Trenches 1916 

Night time, - two grey lines 

As the only signs 

Of a mighty conflict waging, 

Of mighty passions raging, - 

With the angry glare 

That enquires, seeks ‘where’, 

And the whine of bullet 

Or shrapnel crack 

As it hits the back 

Of the parades. One looks round 

Bored at the common sound, 

And the earth patters down, 

He ties a tone, - 

‘All’s Well’ – little wires send drone, - 

Then – something breaks the spell, 

‘Nothing to report Sir’, ‘All’s Well’, 

‘And it’s a cold night, Sir’. 

 

[From the Parish Magazine 1916] 

“The sympathy of the entire parish will go out to 

Mr and Mrs Cartwright of Rothbury on the death 

of their son, 2nd Lieut, Eric P. St George 

Cartwright, who was serving with the machine gun 

section. Lieut, Cartwright who is on our Church 

Roll of Honour fell to a sniper’s bullet, being killed 

instantly, just at daybreak on August 13th 1916.    

It is a matter of deep regret that one so full of 

promise should be cut off on the very threshold of 

life; one of the many youthful victims of this war.” 

 

Corporal Arthur F Clarke. 

 

Corporal Arthur 

Frederick Clarke of 

Middleton House, 

Cusop was killed in 

action on 29th 

September 1918 

aged 37. He served 

in the Dorset 

Yeomanry and the 

Worcester Regiment 

in Ireland and 

France and is buried 

at Pidgeon Ravine 

Cemetery on the 

western front in 

France. Mrs Laura Clarke, (the daughter of Police 

Sargeant Henry Jones, deceased) married Corporal 

Clarke on 15th January in 1915 and their son 

Arthur was born in October 1915. 

 In a letter to Mrs Clarke, his chum says that they 

went over the top together and nothing was heard 

of him afterwards. 

  

 Sergeant Herbert Edward Gordon Davies. 

Born 1885, killed in action 10 November 1917, age 

32. 

Served with the 1st Battalion South Wales 

Borderers in France and Flanders. 

Husband of Lily Davies of 4 Dulas Terrace, Cusop. 

  

Private George G Duggan. 

Born 1890, killed in action 26 October 1917, age 

27. 

Served with the 1st Battalion Royal Welsh 

Fusiliers in France and Flanders.  Husband of Mrs 

F L Duggan. 

  



Lance Corporal Charles Thomas Roger Jones. 

Born in Cusop, age 20, killed in action 13th  April 

1918. Served with the Grenadier Guards in France 

and Flanders. Ploegsteert Memorial, Belgium. 

Born in Cusop, enlisted in Hereford. Son of wool 

stapler Arthur Jones and Nelson Inn innkeeper 

Isabella Jones in 1898. Half-brother of Frederick 

Stephens, also killed in action, his mother being 

the widow of Alfred Hugh Stephens. 

  

 Corporal Gilbert Charles Reynolds. 

Born 1897, died 27 

October 1918, age 

21. Died of 

pneumonia. 

Served with the 1/1st 

Brecknockshire 

Battalion South 

Wales Borderers in 

India. Parents – 

Malcolm & Alice 

Reynolds, Cooper’s 

Hall, Cusop. 

  

  Sergeant Fred Hugh John Stephens. 

Born 1880, died 2 April 1919, age 38. 

Served with the 1/1st Brecknockshire Battalion 

South Wales Borderers in India. 

Parents Alfred & Isabella Stephens, husband of 

Ada Stephens 

  

The memorial plaque in Cusop Church, 

installed in 1922. 

 

 

Wartime Knitting in Cusop 
1915 

‘The garments were sent to Queen Mary’s 

Needlework Guild and the woollies to Lady French 

and D Company Brecon Territorials at Neyland. 

Some mittens were sent to the Canadians on 

Salisbury Plain. All these parcels were gratefully 

acknowledged, Socks are still urgently needed and 

it is hoped that all knitters will continue to work 

during the summer. Wool will be given out at the 

Church Room every Monday afternoon from 3 to 

3.15. Many of the girls attending the day schools of 

Hay are spending their spare time knitting socks 

and mittens etc for the soldiers at the front.’ 

 

 
November 1941 Knitting for the Army 

"One hundred and twenty knitted articles have 

been given to the men of the Parish serving in the 

Forces and the Home Guards, approximately fifty-

five men receiving gifts which included pullovers, 

scarves, socks etc. In addition four sleeved 

pullovers and about fifty articles have been sent to 

the Hon. Mrs Cooper of Erwood for distribution. 

The pullovers were made especially for the 

prisoners of war in Germany and have been 

dispatched. 

The Knitting Group will meet again at the Rectory 

on the second Thursday in January. The Group is 

now a recognised voluntary workers’ organisation, 

and a badge with V W for the Forces on it may be 

worn by those who wish to continue in the coming 

year. These badges are available at sixpence each 

and may be obtained from Mrs Wheeler. Wool will 

be supplied by the Hon Mrs. Cooper, or rather a 

certain quantity, and the articles will go wherever 

the need may be. This work definitely means 

sacrifice, with the knowledge that in the worst 

weather after Christmas some of the fighting men 

will have been remembered. The sum of about £8 

has been spent on wool and Mrs. Meredith is very 

kindly acting as treasurer."  

Website:  www.cusophistory.wix.com/cusop   

Link on the main Cusop website: www.cusop.net.  

E-mail: cusophistory@gmail.com. Facebook: 

Cusop History-Group Twitter: @cusophistorygroup 
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