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A visit to St. Mary's Church, Cusop, today showa a typical
small rural church of the Welsh Borders, situated within trees,
in a large churchyard on a hill.Al1l these things however, show
different stages of a site, used for worship over many hundreds
of years.

A closer look shows a number of the trees are large and
ancient yews, that the churchyard was round, and these two facts
suggest that Cusop was a Pre-Chrisrian site. A measurement of
the largest yew shows a girth of over thirty feet. Experts allow
thirty five annual rings to the inch of radius,using this formula
thirty feet plus equals over two thousand years, and puts our
yews back into pagan times. Our nearness to Wales makes it not
impossible that this was a Druid site, It is known that Druids
favoured circular sites on hills, and yvew trees , which they
associated with death and the afterlife. This may be fanciful
but it is a fact that the site at Cuscp was in use before Christ,
and long before the present building.

The original dedication of the church is to Saint Cewydd, a
Celtic saint of the fifth century,Pagan burial places were some-
times occupied by bhermits, and this was thought to cleanse the
site.By taking it over conversion was easier among people already
used to visiting the place, and also further pagan practices were
disrupted.Cusop thus became a Celtic Christian site, taking its
name from Cewydd, the inhabitant of the site, or the founder of
the order from where the hermit came.

The Roman occupation of Britain was long term, and as years
went by, included Romans who were converts to Christianity. Their
influence on Britons in the lowlands led to further conversions.
The first British Christian martyrs, Aaron and Julian, died at
Caerleon, on the Welsh Borders., By 111AD., Christianity was a
capital offence, nevertheless within two centuries of the birth
of Christ, the church in Rome was highly organised. One wonders
what was happening on the extremes of the Roman Empire, in places
like Cusop.

Although there was a Roman marching camp across the Wye at
Clyro, on the main route into Mid Wales, Roman influence here is
minimal, if measured by finds of Roman artefacts. On the foot-
hills of the great mountainous region of Mid Wales, Cusop did not
attract Roman attention. We can imagine it continuing under the
influence of the Celtic Christians on its now holy grove on the
hill.

Cusop is not the conly church dedicated to St. Cewydd. Aberedw
and Disserth share the distinction, but students of Welsh genealogy
can find no trace of Cewydd in the long and complicated tables
which exist. This is not to say he did not exist. The Welsh use of
nicknames totally mystified the English scribes who wrote up the
tables. Mistakes are common. [t is said that Cewydd was the son
of Caw of Prydyn, who in turn was the son of (Geraint, prince of
Devon and Cornwall, Cewydd is the Welsh equivalent of St. Swithin
and the weather for forty days following his day on July 2nd., is
said to be directly attributable to the weather on that day.

Although we know little of Cewydd, he was a contemporary of
Saint Dyfrig, or Dubricious, to give him his Latin name. Dubricious
was born at Madley around 450AD, lived and taught at Hentland, near
Ross, and founded a monasteryv at Moccas. Legend has it that he was

looking for a place with pigs, 'mochyn', being directed to do so
in a dream.He found them there, and hence the placename Moccas.



From there Dubriciocus travelled to South Wales, acting as a bishop
and at last retired and died on Bardsey Island, a place of great
holiness. This we know from the writings of Gildas. We also know
that dedication to a Celtic saint was not formal as now, rather
that a place founded on a mission became known by the founder's
name, hence Cusop would have been Cewydd's Church, when he had
moved on, maybe to Aberedw or Disserth, or much further afield

if he travelled as did Dubricious.

While the Celtic Church was establishing itself in this manner
throughout Wales and the borders, the Roman Church underwent great
changes, when Constantine was victorious in 312AD. He found himself
the Emperor of a scattered and divided kingdom, and saw in Christ-
ianity a force to unite all in a common religion. To him we owe
many of the links betweenchurch and state which are only now
beginning to be questioned. Constantine reinterpreted many pagan
festivals, establishing Christmas, Faster, Pentecost etc. To him
we owe our special day of Sunday, and thence to the liturgy which
had time to develop on that day. Candles, incense and shrines were
takeninto the Christian faith, Constantine's changes were many and
far reaching, and very long lasting. By 314AD, the Council at
Arles, called to determine church policy, included British bishops,
indicative of the stage Christianity had reached here,.

Upon the forced withdrawal of the Romans to defend Rome in
410AD. Angles, Saxons and Jutes were free to invade, not in one
large event, but gradually taking over lowland Britain, and they
were pagan. Our site was upland, and probably not fertile enough
to be coveted by them. In many places Christianity and paganism
existed side by side, but the first was much better for the comm-
unity.

By the fifth century monasteries were well established in
Wales, but these were modest and not to be compared to present
remains like Llanthony.Monks dug ditches and threw up mounds of
earth around their chosen site. This was called a 'llan' or encl-
osure, a defensive site with a religious centre, but the word later
came to mean the buildings erected within. The word llan was then
coupled with the name of the founder. Within the enclosure, which
sometimes was surrounded by a fence, were small huts or cells for
the monks and a central church. Llans were often strung out along
the border to defend from the pagan Saxons, and Cusop, as an early
Christian foundation within the ancient area of Archenfield, could
have been part of this system. Certainly at this stage the church
would have been a small wooden building, as all churches in this
area were, until the tenth century.

Augustine's mission to bring Christianity to Britain in
597 endorsed the 'Christianizing' of pagan sites. Pope Gregory
wrote in 601 to Abbot Mellitus, that missions should sanctify
pagan sites and set up Christian altars there. Worship in those
early days included music, plainsong and Gregorian chants, short
prayers, often with raised arms, and a kiss hetween prayers and
communion, the equivalent of our peace. The gospel had really
come to Cusop.

Cusop's present church dates from Norman times, and its yew
trees are mentioned in the Domesday Book. The first Norman motte
and bailey castle in Hay was established around 1100, and St.Mary s
Church in Hay in 1115.We cannot be so specific in Cusop, half a
mile away, but we have Norman remains in the Chancel Arch, the
small South window, the font, and the blocked up North doorway.
Building then was a 'rough and ready' exercise, requiring few
m
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masons, just lots of obedient semi-skilled labour.Building the church
must have provided much work for local men. Stone had to be taken

and transperted from the quarry further up the hillside.

We can imagine the impact on this small hamlet, of a
permanent stone building. The castle mound close by, is a typical
mette and bailey, showing no sign of ever being more than a wooden
defensive site, The church was very soon taken cver by the Prior
of Llanthony, who became our patron, He then had the right to
appoint vicars, and we have the complete list from 1290. He alsc
had the right to the 'great' tithes, which were compulsory from
the 10th. century. The 'great' tithes were the easily gathered ones
of corn and hay, and these would have been stored at the grange
or cutlying farm, belonging to the Priory and run by lay brothers,
up the valley at Llangwathan. The small, more difficult to collect
tithes, chickens,eggs,milk,cheese,garden produce, were left as a
living for the clergy. At this time the clergyman need not be an
educated man. All that was required in a small church was that he
memorised the prayers. The church at that time would have been dark
unlit and draughty,with shutters but no glass in the windows.
evensong had to be in the early afternocon. There were no seats, only
one stone bench against the wall for the weak, hence the saving
"the weakest go to the wall." The rest of the congregation were
expected to stand or kneel on the dirt floor, while prayers were
said in Latin, which no one understood. Communion wafers and wine
were takenm in the chancel, but thankfully, considering the dis-
comfort, there was no sermon. It was at this time that, along with
many other churches, our Celtic dedication changed to the more
usual St. Mary.

The influence of the church on the life of the people in
medieval times was great. It was the main provider of education and
help for the poor, the old, and the sick. The church also had rights
to gather tithes and charge fees for the necessary services of
baptism,marriage and burial. Justice was held in church hands
through the Church Courts.There was little questioning by the
population, who were mostly illiterate and had no source of
written material to provide an alternative view, until the birth
of printing in the mid 15th. century.

The special role of the church in a small community was very
necessary, at this time of great uncertainty and incurable disease.
Llanthony Abbey too, through the grange would have provided food
and shelter for those in dire need. They too, in their role of
"improving landlord’' would have increased the production of sheep
in our upland pastures., Yellow fever decimated the population in
nearby Wales . Before this Wales had been over-populated. People
had to move to survive and in doing so, no doubt added to the
Welsh influence in our area. Cusop was changing.

Qur richly timbered roof dates from the 14th. century. It is
a style found throughout the Welsh Marches, an area rich in timber
and influenced by Celtic settlement. There are five bays, each
approximately ten feet long, separated by four large tie beams. 5ix
pairs of heavy scissor beams brace the roof. Through purlins run
the length of the nave and vertical ashlarings tie in beams and
wall plate.The elaborate nature could stem from the influence of
Llanthony and its builders. The Rood Screen and Loft, of which
all that is left is the ocutline of the door, high in the wall to
the left of the chancel arch, also dates from this period. Choir
and/or musicians might have led the singing ftrom the loft. The
congregation still had no seating and they stood throughout the
]



service. There were readings, in Latin,and bells were rung at
significant points in the service. The people bowed their heads
and received the blessing. Communion was considered too holy

for ordinary folk and taken only. by the priest, except at Faster
when each parishioner was required to go to confession, and then
received the bread of communion only.

The church in medieval times fulfilled a very necessary
paternalistic and caring role in an otherwise uncaring world.,
However, with the advent of print, and the circulation of public~
ations such as Piers Plowman and the Canterbury Tales, disatisfac-
tion grew with the clergy on the ground, and with 'the church' in
general.

On the Continent in the early l16th.century Martin Luther led
this disatisfaction with the church, and in particular with the
sale of indulgencies. He saw the practice as salvation for sale,
rather than his belief the forgiveness for all, and salvation, were
available through faith alone. Luther attempted to reform the church
from within, concentrating on individual readings of the Bible.
Calvin took these ideas, but led towards the establishment of a new
church, through missionaries, and from him we get the beginning of
the 'Protestant work ethic' which formed such a great part of
Britain's moral upbringing until the very recent times of the
'Welfare State.’

In Britain at the same time, Henry VIII's problems, personal
and matrimonial, led to his excommunication, the break with Rome,
and the beginning of Anglicanism. It benefitted Henry, both in his
establishment of Anglo~Catholicism, and in his constant quest for
money, to agree to the dissolution of the monasteries. This affected
us locally when Llanthony was finally closed in 1539. The Patronage
of our church was sold to Sir Nichoclas Arnold in 1563, and there
began a chain of absentee patrons who passed Cusop and its living
from hand to hand, taking little personal interest in the village.

William Tyndale's translation of the New Testament into English
was published on the continent in 1525, and had a great effect both
at the time, as the first printed translation, and since, as much
of the King James version of 1611 is based on Tyndale's work.
Coverdale's English Bible printed in 1535 was the first published
by authority. The Bible readings at services until 1535 had always
been in Latin, now at last with Miles Coverdale's English translation
people could hear and understand the scriptures.

The opposing extremes of Edward VI and Mary must have affected
the services even in our remote church, as they tried to conform
to differing views, During the reign of Edward VI, Archbishop
Cranmer laid the foundations of the Protestant Church of England,
in Litany, Prayer Books and the 39 Articles. Communion services
were rare, but when they occurred, all were allowed to partake.
Cranmer had changed the congregation from "isolated watchers of
ritual” to real worshippers.

The reign of Elizabeth and the church's search for a 'Middle
Way' provided a breathing space from all the changes. Her long reign
provided the stability in which the liturgy of the church was
established, much of which is still recognisable in our services
teday. This toleration also allowed the return of religious radicals
exiled in previous reigns, and they in turn began the spread of new
ideas which led to the next upheavals.






Patron. Date Rector.

Prior of Llianthony 1290 David de Merchynt.

" 1300 John Wroth

" 1316 Vincent Wroth

" 13 7 Reginald Lane

" 1421 Richard Walsh

" 1430 David ap Griffith

" 1449 Llewelyn Jones

" 14 7 Llewelyn ap Thomas

" 1505 William Harbord
Sir Nicholas Arnold 1563 David Jenkins

" 15 7 John Rawlins
John Arncld Esgqg. 1687 Henry Rogers
Nicholas Arnold Esqg. 1709 David Williams
Edmund Harley Esq. 1731 Henry Gwillym
Edward Harley 1745 Walter Vaughan

Farl of Oxford
Sir Francis Chatton Bart.
Sir Francis Dashwoeod Bart.
and trustees of 1754 Edward Edwards

Edward Earl of Oxford

Earl of Oxford 1804 Edward Hamley
" 1828 D.Rodney Murray
Lady Langdale 1855

Colonel Seacome and

Wm.Donne,Trustees 1878 Albert Henry Seacome M.A.
Arthur Labron Lowe Esg 1891 John Lloyd XKeating M.,A.

" 1894 George Derwer PagdenM.A.
Miss J.B.Thomas 1901 David Christmas Maore
Mrs.C.J.Lilwall 1905 Francis Long-Price

J.Cecil Clay Esq. and

Alline Bushell Esgq 1907 Douglas H.G.Sargent M.A.



When Elizabeth died,and James Stuart came to the throne in
1603, there began a period which,within half a century, led to
Civil War, the execution of the monarch, and the interregnum period
of Oliver Cromwell, This short time saw the destruction of much
of the ostentation of churches. The drive was towards plain Puritan
ideals in architecture and service. Beautiful windows were removed
and plain glass inserted, but in Cusop there was no old glass to
be removed. The only stained glass is recent.

The restoraticon of the monarchy in Charles II brought the Book
of Common Prayer, printed in 1662,and still used widely today. At
first the book was not popular, and nearly two thousand ministers
left the Church of England, refusing to use it, and lay ministers
like John Bunyan were imprisoned. iIn Cusop our 'treasure' is a Welsh
Prayer Book of 1664, now in safe keeping, but showing Welsh was the
language in use here at that time. The creed became an established
part of the service, and often the Ten Commandments and the Lord's
Prayer were written on the walls, to aid those able to read, and
to provide the first, and sometimes only, reading material for the
illiterate majority. In our porch are copies of the commandments
removed now from the church, but ours are much later versions.

From Cromwellian times religious sects grew. The Baptist
Church in Hay was founded in 1650, one of the first in Wales.
Non-Conformity flourished, and was legalised in the William and
Mary Toleration Act of 1689. This act paved the way for 18th.century
Evangelism, epitomised in the story of John Wesley and the
Methodists.

The Wesleys were the sons of an Anglican priest, and while
at Oxford, founded a society which met each evening feor Bible
readings, prayer and discussion. This "holy club' who ordered their
religious lives so methodically, scon were nicknamed the Methodists. .
John Wesley was ordained in 1725, but under George Whitefield's
influence, changed to a travelling preacher. George Whitefield was
the son of a Gloucester innkeeper and worked his way through Oxford
as a servant, receiving his education as payment. A friend of
the Wesleys, with his gift for words and engaging personality, he
began the outdoor preaching, which became the religious revival,
and spread through the land.

On the wall of our church is a memorial to William Seward,
buried here in 1740, and a friend of John Wesley, George Whitefield,
and Howell Harris,"injured on a preaching tour in South Wales in
the Autumn of 1740, and died a week after he had spoken to hostile
crowds in Hay." Our 'martyr' was born in Badsey, Worcs. , to a
wealthy family, and after education made a name for himself as a
commercial and financial expert in South Ses matters. An Anglican,
he was the churchwarden of a London church, when infiluenced by
Wesley, he threw it all up, and joined the itinerant preachers,
just beginning with their enthusiasm, to stir up a church long
sunk in comfortable complacency and neglect.

In the Autumn of 1740, Howell Harris and William Seward were
in South Wales. At Caerleon they were heckled, and stones were
thrown, one hitting William Seward and temporarily blinding him.
Later in Newport the reception was similar. In QOctober they reached
this area, parted, Harris's home being near Talgarth, and Seward
came to Hay alone. He attempted to preach on the Black Lion Green,
but soon after the meeting started, the vicar arrived with constables
the crowd became hostile, and Seward withdrew. It is thought he
went to Broadmeadow, a nearby farm and recognised meeting place
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Walter R.King M.A.

Paul Barnes M.Sc.
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for itinerant preachers. 4 week later William Seward was dead, and
buried in Cusop by the same vicar who broke up the meeting in Hay,

for he was the vicar of Cusop too.

Seward's grave was unmarked for fifty years. By 1797 when
the stone was erected, Methodism was established and flourishing,
and Whitefield and Harris had founded the Calvinist branch of non-
conformity in Wales, aided by their benefactress, the Countess
of Huntingdon.Harris's home at Trevecca became their college for
training ministers.

In the early 16th. century on the continent, the Anabaptist
movement was established and spread throughout Furope. Their aim
was a life of discipieship, modelled on Christ, 'a daily walk
with God' based con truth, love and a rejection of violence. Their
most criticised practice was adult baptism. They were persecuted
for these ideals, which seem to us laudable, both by Catholics
and Protestants, and many were martyred for their beliefs. OQur
first register in Cusop, contains in 1731, the following entry--
"Bur. Aug 23 Griffiths Lewis Anabaptist,

O Dura Cleri Anglicani sors quod ijs Ecclesie

privilegia post mortem largiri benemuir

qui in sinum ejus recipi quamdiu vixe

bunt fashidose dedignati sunt,"

which, translated by Sue Hubbard reads,

"0 Hard Fate of an Anglican clergyman because we are compelled

to bestow the privileges of the church after death, on those who,
as long as they lived, scornfully scorned to be received into

her bosom." Tt is fascinating that such a remote church has such
an interesting history.

The end of the 18th. century and the beginning of the 19th.
century saw changes in the Church of England, firstly through
Charles Simeon, who tied to apply the enthusiasm of the evangel-
icals, to the lukewarm church as he saw it. He influenced ordinands
at Cambridge, and through the Camden Society, published tracts
of practical advice,eg.'A few words to churchwardens on church
and church ornaments'(1841)He also founded the Church Missionary
Society.

A second very influential man was John Newman whose base was
at Oxtord. He had great effect on clergy, and published academic
tracts directed at the highly educated. In 1845 Newman left the
Anglican Church and became a Catholic, but his influence reached
Cusop in 1853, when Rev. Kearsey Thomas was appointed as curate
by the absentee rector Rev. D.Rodney Murray, who held multiple
livings in the area. Rev Thomas's description of Cusop Church as
he found it, is worthy of quoting in full--

"the sacred building almost entirely devoid of ecclesiastical
character presenting externally an exceedingly wide barnlike
appearance 1s an acknowledged fact, whilst internally the flooring
was damp, even to absolute wetness thus rendering the whole

church so unwholesome and unfit for the use of the parishioners,
that the Chancel in particular was altogether unavailable through-
out many months of the yvear;the pews also, levers of the old-
fashioned cumbrous description,being most inconvenient and
unsuited to the wants of the people and without any free sittings
for the use of the poor, a few clumsy forms or benches not
excepted."

Between 1853 and 1858 Rev., Thomas mobilised the community, donations
were promised, and money granted from the Church Building Society
on condition that "sixty sittings shall be free and unappropriated
for ever." Rates of one shilling in the pound were levied to cover
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S. MARY'S GHURGHYARD,

GUSOP, HEREFORDSHIRE.

TABLE OF BURIAL FEES, Reztor. Sexron. | FATEREIM L Tacal,
For ordivary interment of o person above 12 years of age in space assigred by Rector ¢ Si di) £ 55 dé d 51 dlﬁ ‘ s8 df)
For ditto in a spot selected by the friends e 5 6 6 b 1 8/ 1 3 6
For ordinary interment of » person below 12 years of age in space nsslgned by Rector 1 0 3 8 1 8 é& 0
For ditto in a spot selected by friends v 12 6 4 0 1 6 18 0
For purchase of a grave-space in perpetoity | ... cre - 1 1 0] .eeees 1 1 0
Tor receipt certifying such purchase ... ... 2 6 J 2 &
For each interment in a purchased grave-space... ol 110 6 & 1 6] 1 90
For re-opening such purchased grave-space e . 5 0 I 10 6
For Excavation for Bricked Grave for person over 12 years of age 10 0 \ ............
Por Excavation for Bricked Grave for person under 12 yeara of nge ... .| ... T 8 e | e
For erecting n headstone, not exceeding 4ft. in height, 23ft. wide, and Bin. thick 10 0 1 0 ... 11
For enclosing a grave space with kerb, either of stone or iron, not exceeding 8in, in height 1 0 ¢ 1 0 1 1 0
Tor enclosing a grave space with kerb-stone and palisades not exceeding 245 in height | 2 ¢ 0 T U s . r 3 2 0
For placing a coffin-shaped tomb cr flat-stone not excesding Ifi. Gin. in height or 18 E { .
snperficial feet in area . . 2 0 0 9 0] aereenn 2 200
For erecting any other tomb or monument . 4 0 ¢ 4 0 P+ 40
For every inseription after the first on & headstone or tomb 5 0| wnen | el 5 0
For ordinary interment of a non-parishioner not being a Panper ... 12§ 5 g 30/ t 1 0
For same at tho expense of the Parish 8 0 5 6 1 & 13 0
. For tolling bell i days bofore funeral, la ench day, to Clerk ... ““\ - i
|

Excavation of earth for vanlts is, in all cases, at the rate of 8d. per cubic yard down to 6ft., and 10d. per yard below that, hut double
fees will be charged to non-parishioners in respect to all other matters notified in this Table of Burial Fees.

No coffer tembs are to be erected. All monuments and inseriptions must be submitted to the Rector, and his written approval
obtained, before they are erected and Lefore rny change is made in the Church or Churchyard.
before the masons, sexton, or others begin the works desired.

T, T. LAUIDEN, Stwor iarden.
JOHN EASTHOPRPE, Pwpie's Warden.

in every case all the fees must be paid

LLOYD KEATING,
Rector of Cusop

Marsiage Fees &t Gusop.

Churchings and Baptisms

Rector, Clerk, . c
etor o Baptisms are administered, and Church-

5, d. .
Banns of Marriage 10 I ings take place at, before, or after any of
WEd.dmg . 50 206 the Services, or by arrangement. No
Certificate of Marriage | 208
Wedding by License ... e | 150D 5 0 fee is charged, but an offering should
A Licease dispensing with Banns costs £z 16s. 6d.  These Licenses are issued from be made by Christian Parents on such

the Diocesan Registry, or by any of “the Surrogates, and are only available in the

Di

make an affidavit before a Surrogate, that his or her usual place of abode for the
space of 15 days, immediately prc"ef:ll“r such License, has been within the Farish in

ocese; and, before they can be issued, one "ol the parties to be married must occasions.

which the marriage is to be sclemnized; and a License thus issued is valid for 3
munths only,

SEPTEMBER, 1892.







costs, which amounted to £5370. £100 was given by Mr Boddington

of Llydiart-y-wain, planning was started by the 'most influential
parishioners' (Messrs. Lindsay, Thompson, Wellings, Stokes and
Boucher), the Bishop wished them 'God speed' and gave a donation,
Mr St Aubin was appointed architect and they were off. The work
included raising the floor, laying flagstones, removing old pews
and replacing, work on windows, removing the old belfry and
building a porch on the south side, and building the vestry on
the north side. The work was completed hy Mr Ward of Kington.

The church re-opening was delayed until June 1858, when
travelling was easier, although services were held from Christmas
1857 onwards. It was a time of great joy and celebration, judging
by the report in the Hereford Times, and gives a good picture
of life in Cusop in the 1850s.

Our lovely roof was uncovered when the ceiling was
removed during the restoration.

The organ was moved to the church in the 1880s, and was
originally at the Moor, the home of the Penoyres, to the east of
the parish and now demolished. Rev. Andrew Pope preached at the
dedication.le was the curate of Cusop who is featured in Kilvert's
Biary. There is an especially endearing story of him for April Eve
1870, when arriving late by train for a confirmation at Whitney,
with just cne candidate, the bishop mistook him for a candidate
himself, and insisted on confirming him too. 'Such a farce' Kilvert
notes. When Pope left Cusop he gave us a gilt offertory dish which
is still in regular use.

The first payments recorded in the churchwardens account re,
the organ are—-
1888 Donation to organ account Mr Lilwall £9.
1888 March 25. Mr Portman engaged as organist.
1888 £9 Mr Portman annual pay.
1889 April 5. £1.10s. blowing the organ,
1889 £8.10s Mr Portman annual pay.

Our bells are a carillon, an Italian style, which consists
of bells in the bellcote rung from within the church. These were
donated by Rev. Percy Griffiths in memory of his wife Zoe, and
changed the view of the churech as the two o0ld bells on the west
end were removed, and the bellcote inserted over the chancel arch,
We also owe our only stained glass window and the re-roofing of
the church to his generosity.






77 -
: v# Mf@// L Sl bovHan?s oaecrte uff Locrett
A&aﬁ&@%é oy /o&ma&f %AZ” -/{Jﬁa;éuufw
/A‘,Ja,..é ret Loy Socoret Aé /a-/éa

MM&ZI 4««7%4 /M&ﬁ&
f.os- W ;é'eéﬁé'—ﬁ

Sy otz oo
I boeitrac. Borkl v e ol

A et
Wwﬁ/;’w&%fmﬁﬂﬂ% /

P B tmnceng poce

Z/m,,m of bl kit S ttrtec ﬁbmﬁ;f s ccror? B rescarf,
/&'Au(ﬁz%ﬂ Dypaet. lolorrt et Ao pronst perolact (Lot o donoains AMW
ifp te gt s by il isbsoiifobocie VAt ookl woliont £ Clihk

hﬁ-pm#‘%«md/awww/%W awet WW&-%A
Lé«»n{./#/d/m/#% Mf/ymy/,.as,.zzw .w;zé.ﬁ..(

sy HWcer.. . /f% Z

%% |







‘—‘—TG ~ SR P T T T e e T e e e e

Gl e ﬁ?x?ee/—:w’i? o7 Vo3 sz’z S e bedcr 2 fr /‘@/m;d
' //.;I./_b{ Il 2@”&!3&? d/— F7? 22> o i M/m el - A7 et

éxfar—& et fers Q/MM o7~ J #7022 22 u/w7 Ooce ol P27 cefocet
peit. on Lol Of- SIretse brtetecsr Bfete 1T oipeee Z
ﬂrmxwx%mff/fz opesnr w.n-u—oy Coceot L Tt0srrertate seee
't;/&e—&@ M&ywmm It Mcx—/r—t—/ 07; %¢7W¢‘*¢"~“'
[ grrtrarcece e v2- 772, /“"“B&ﬂty o7 3%2&—7 ccspl —

' f}re st K

J /m :
| S S C 7 .
' /du éésc/z'wfaf, - g 2l ~
. /MW % — /M—
| 2 Caitons |
I.
‘

P

ey

i
{

/’%;zyma@f /W/%%@/Z
iﬁw é/h..ﬂ&m/« BE Cyiciny Jb

1
[
i

LT, | St om,







A Look Around Cusop Church.

The chancel arch is Norman and has

carving on the

chancel side of the arch.
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The small window to the west

side of the main door is an original

Norman window.

The north door is blocked
but can easily be seen from

ountside, at the back of the church.

There was once a Rood Loft and Screen, in front of the

chancel arch. Now all that is left is the built-in doorway

above the War Memorial.






The Attar. The word ‘altar’ ic derived from a Latin word meahing the
place where a eacrifice ic offared. In Old Tectament timae, thie might
be a table, & piatform or an elevated placa on which a priect placed a
eqcrifice ac an offering to God. No phyeical Christian altar appears in
the New Tectament. There ie now ho need for an altar on which
sacrifice i offered, cince afonement for cing ic complete through the
death of Jecue.

The wooden table upon which the bread and wine are
congecrated during the service of Eucharict recalle the sacrifice of
Jesug Christ, Hie death, Recurrection and Ascancion. The altar may
be referred to a¢ a Communion Table fo undetine the importance of
the fellowship of the people of God. |

Through the ceacone of the Church year, the coloure of
the vectmente and hanginge may be changed to reflact the factivale
and holy days in the Church Calendar. For example, at Christmac
and Eacter, the Church will be filled with the fectival colour of gold, or
the colour of purity, white. In periods of mourning, the colours used
may be black, violef or blue. Throughout Lent, the coloure would be
veiled and traditionally there are no flowars in the Church. Erom
Pagsion Sunday to Easter Eve, red is used in the Church, ag it may be
used on daye aecociated with tha Apostles, Evangelicte or Martyre.



The Lectern Throughout the history of the Chrictian Church, the Bible hae
occupied a central place in worchip and feaching. [t ic aceepted by the
Chrictian Church as uniquely ingpired by God, providing guidelinee for belief
and behaviour. The Lectionary provides 3 framework of daily readinge which
are followed both in public and private worchip. A portion of the Bible ic read at
gome point in every act of worship and a two year cycle of thece readinge ie
found in the Church Lectionary which covare all the important evenfe from both
the Old and the New Tectamente.

The importance attached to these readings ic embhaciced by the

pasition of the Lectarh, oceupying a central place in the Chyrch.

The quality of the workmanchip in thie lectath i¢ aleo evidence

of the impottanca of public reading of the word of God in the

Church satvicee. The eymboliem of the aagla, with if'e outepread winge,
eupporting the Bible,ic thought to tepracent the word of Cod being carried to sl
corhere of the earth.

The Pulpit. In the fifth Cantury B.C, it ie recorded that Ezra the Ceribe
‘etood upon 9 wooden pulpit which they had made for that purpoge’. Such 3
platform wage often used in Old Tectament timeg ih connection with the
gathering of the people of lerael to hear the reading of the Law of Cod and it’e
interpretation. Before the development ofthe Lectern, teadinge from the
Seripfures were made from the pulpit. During the Reformation, the demand for
teaching and preaching grew and it wag in thie period that many pulpite were
built. Today the function of the pulpit ic to enable the inferpretation of Cod'e
Ward fo be heatd cleatly and audibly by the whole congregation, henca the
nead for the raiced platform.



The Font The nama of this feature of the Chureh ie from the Latin
word fong, meaning a epring of water. Water ic a symbol of the new
spiritual life which Christians have in Cod and thair entry into that
hew life iz shown by the rite of baptiem. A naw member of the Church
chows hie or hat commitment to the Cheictian faith by following the
example of Jecus Chriet in baptism. Water i¢ poured info the font and
ie blecced by the priect. The sign of the croce ie made on the forehead
of the candidate after sprinkling the water on hic or her head. At the
baptism there ic an affirmation of faith by the new member of the
Church and afterwards he or che ic welcomad by the reet of the
worchipping community of the Church.

The water ic a symbo! both of tha death and recurrection of
Jesue Chrict, and of the purification of Chrictiame from thair in.
The font, holding the water for thie colemn ceramony, i¢ full of
cignificance in it'c chape and the material from which it ie made.
The Font in thie Church is made of a cingle, maseive ctone decorated
with calfire croceee. The round font eymbolices rebitth through faith.
It may date ac far back ac the fourteanth century.






For centuries the church has been decorated with flowers and
flowers placed on the graves in the churchyard. In earlier

times villagers would have used wild flowers from the fields,
hedgerows and woodlands but now the majority of flowers used

have their origins in other parts of the world.

There are no reliable records of how plants were brought into
this country before 1548 when William Turner, who had a garden
at Kew compiled a list of plants grown in England. His list
included a number of plants from overseas already well known

in cultivation in this country.

The original trickle of plants brought home by adventurers and
tradesmen turned to a flood towards the end of the 18th Century
when plant collecting became popular. In 1807 the Horticultural
Scciety of London( now the Royal Horticultural Society) was
formed and organised plant collecting expeditions to various
parts of the world. The result has been the development of a
very limited natural flera to one of richness and diversity

that would have seemed unbelievable to early churchgoers.

There follows a list of some of the pnative plants thought to
have been present in the parish at the time of Cusop Church's
original dedication to the 5th Century Celtic Saint Cewydd

and then some of the main events in the history of Cusop Church
together with the now common plants that are thought to have
been introduced at the time and subsequently brought into

cultivation in the area.



SNOWDROP*
DAISY
COLTSFOOT
PETTY SPURGE
WHITE & RED
DEADNETTLE*
PRIMROSE
VIOLET*

LESSER PERIWINKLE*

WILD DAFFODIL
LADY'S SMOCK*
WOOD ANEMONE
BUTTERCUP
COwSLIP*
DANDELION

»

* with special significand

WILD/NATIVE FLOWERS
throughout the year

COW PARSLEY
JACK-BY-THE-HEDGE
GREATER STITCHWORT*
BLUEBELL

OX-EYE DAISY, DOG
FORGET-ME-NOT
RED CAMPION
SWEET WOODRUFF
HERB ROBERT*

WHITE CAMPION

e to religious names and associations

HOGWEED
YARROW
YELLOW ARCHANGEL*
WELSH POPPY
FOXGLOVE
ROSEBAY WILLOW HERB

TANSY
CORNFLOWER
MEADOW SWEET
OLD MAN'S BEARD
LESSER BULRUSH
HAREBELL
VY
HOPS




INTRODUCED PLANTS

11th Century - change of dedication to Saint Mary. The present stone-built church has
it's origins in this period and remaining Norman features include the
chancel arch, the small south window and the, now blocked, north door.

CAMPANULA species - Beliflower
ROSMARINUS officinalis - Culinary herb
CHEIRANTHUS - Wallfiower

13th Century - beginning of the Patronage of Lianthony, (1290) The Prior of Lianthony

appointed the Rectors of Cusop and collected the tythes for almost 250
years.

NEPETA cataria - Catmint
SALVIA officinalis - Sage

16th Century - the Rood Screen was in place and the loft used by musicians.

AGAPANTHUS
ALCEA - Hollyhock

AQUILEGIA vulgaris - Columbine/Granny's bonnet
CYCLAMEN



17th Century - the Restoration. The Register for Cusop Church shows two "infants”
baptised and two buried in 1698.

IBERIS - Candytuft

KNIPHOFIA - Red hot poker
LATHYRUS - Perennial sweet pea
ACANTHUS - Bear's breeches
ALCHEMILLA vulgaris - Lady's mantle
ANTIRRHINUM asarina - Snapdragon
DIATHUS plumarius - Pinks
DICTAMNUS - Buming bush
HELIANTHUS annus - Sunflower
HELLEBORUS niger - Christmas rose
HYACINTHUS - Common hyacinth

IRIS

LAVANDULA/augustifolia - Lavender
LYCHNIS chalcedonica - Jerusalem cross
NIGELLA damascena - L ove-in-a-mist
TAGETES patula - French Marigold
TRADESCANTIA virginiana - Spiderwort

18th Century - William Seward, our martyr, buried in the churchyard in 1740.

ASTER novae-angliae - Michaelmas Daisy
CLEMATIS alpina

HOSTA

MIMULUS luteus - Monkey Musk
MONARDA didyma - Scarlet bergamot
PAEONIA lactflora - Herbaceous peony
PAEONIA suffruticosa - Tree peony
PAPAVER orientale - Oniental poppy
PELARGONIUM - Ivy Leaved Geranium

16th Century - Celia Lyde died in 1825, Her memorial is above that of William Seward on
the north wall of the church.
1853 - "the sacred building (is) almost entirely devoid of Ecclesiastical
character” and in a state of disrepair.
1858 - the Church is re-opened on the "glorious first of June“ following
extensive refurbishment.
¢ 1880 - the organ is installed in the church.

LOBELIA erinus

PENSTEMON

PHLOX

GERANIUM psilostem - Hardy geranium

EPIMEDIUM pinnatum - Bishop's hat

DICENTRA spectabiis - Bleeding heart/Dutchman's breeches
CAMPANULA porscharskyana - Bellflower

GERANIUM himalayense - Hardy geranium

Al_CHEMILLA moliis - Lady's mantle



We are fortunate in Cusop, that the Family History Soc.
has recorded the memorials in the churchyard. A selection follows.

"Dear husband adieu my life is past

My love was true whilst life did last,

Since T am not, no sorrow take

But love my children for my sake’
1790,

'Ye that are young prepare to die
For I was so, yet here I lie,
As T am now you soon shall be,

Prepare in time for eternity.'
1767.

"As God together us did join

So death did part us for a while
But now together here we lies
Till Christ do call us to arise.'

1791.
Prayers on tombs
Are trifles dainty spent
A man's good name
Is his best monument.
1798.

"Now my friends pray weep no more

For I am gone, but haste before,

My time was short

My glass soon run,

Prepare yourselves my friends to come.'

1730,
'Cease dear parents
And grieve no more,
I am not 1lost
But gone before.
1760,

‘Oft as the bell with solemn toll

Speaks the departure of a soul

Let each one ask himself, am I

Prepared should I be called to die.'
1825,

'May all attend the solemn call,

The silent grave awaits us all.'
1863,
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CHURCHYARD TREES

The Churchyard is dominated by the four ancient
Yew Trees, at least one of which is thought to be
of the order of 2000 years old and which
together encircle the church. "giving their shelter
and their shade to the venerable pile"

According to church records 20 Oak trees were
planted in 1893, one in memory of each of the
rectors who spanned the period from 1280 to
1891. In addition to these "Sacred Oaks of
Cusop” shown, marked | - Xl and Xili - XXi on
the plan taken from the records of the time and
reproduced below, a Copper Beech (tree
number XlI) was planted in memory of the Revd,
Thos. Kearsby Thomas "who was pastor curate
in sole charge of Cusop for seven years, 1852-
1859" and through whose labours the church
was restored.
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By 1893 steel and teak had largely supplanted
Oak in the building of our navy and our "walls of
defence" were no longer of wood. Never the
less the Rector in 1893, John Lloyd Keating
MA, was among those who recognised the
economic value of a "succession of Stout
Oaks". 1t was he that donated the "Sacred
Oaks" and he requested that "if in the far distant
future any of these trees become vaiuable and
can be utilised in any way for the benefit of
Cusop Church ....... any tree or trees removed
should be replaced by another QOak tree to
serve the same purpose.”

John Lloyd Keating's wishes have not been
carried out but of the trees standing in the
Church yard now, a number are thought to
have their origins in that planting of 1893,
These are marked, with their original numbers
on the plan (right).

Since 1893 various trees have been planted in
memory of the dead and to mark important
occasions. The two Oak trees which stand
towards the western end of the church yard
mark Queen Victona's diamond jubilee in 1897.

More recent planting has included the Mountain
Ash by the north gate (now properly named
Sorbus aucuparia) planted to celebrate Queen
Elizabeth I's silver Jubilee in 1877. In
November 1992 another of Queen Elizabeth's
anniversaries - 40 years since her accession -
was marked by the planting of 40 trees in the
parish of Cusop. Five of these trees were
planted along the eastern and southemn
boundaries of the churchyard and are,
clockwise on the plan, a Yew, a Lime, a Holim
Oak, a Walnut and a Wiid Service Tree.



1893 also saw the planting of some 54 trees by
parishioners and friends of the church listed
below. Some of the tree species chosen were
native to Britain whilst others, such as the
Douglas Fir (tree number 17) were, at the time,
relatively recent introductions. In Britain we owe
much of our present varied tree-scape to the
pioneering planting of the Victorians and clearly
the Victorians of Cusop played their part in the
enhancement cof this part of the Herefordshire
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CELIA LYDE

1785-1825

Lower House

\mwoczw/

The elegant and affectionate memorial tablet to Celia Lyde
has remained on the south wall since her death in 1825 atc
the . age of 40, Celia was the daughter of James and

Elizabeth Lyde, whe Ffrom the date ¢f their marriage 1n
1783 lived at Lower House, Cusop. It seems likely that
Elizabeth's family was local, and already owned the house:
and that James {('Dr Lyde "} was an established
surgeon/apothecary in Hay. The Lyde family appear to have
had an unbroken connection with Cusop and Hay for well

over 100 years.

Celia was James and Elizabeth's second child: the ficst
was James, born in 1784, who subsequently followed his
father's profession in Hay, It is James, Elizabeth and

her husband (William Dunsford of Swindon} who together pay
their tribute to Celia in the memorial tablet,

Clearly, the Lydes were a family of some standing and
their family crest on the tablet identifies a link with
the baronetcy of another branch of the Lyde family. It 1s

House which at that time held some tenancies. The
elegantiy decorated gravestones in  the churchyard,
however, show a darker side to the family's life: these
are inscribed to the memory of Celia's Younger brothers,
each of whom died in his infancy; and to her mother who
died "in the 17th year of her life" in 1793 following the
birth of her fourth son, John. These illustrate al) too
poignantly the deprivations and hazards of existence in
the late 18th century, whatever one's station.

Celia Lyde's home, Lower House, is reached by a narrow
bridge over the Dulas Brook, which separates not only
Cusop from its neighbouring parish, but England from
Wales. The walk to Cusop Church would have been a fairly
gruelling one at any time: the only recads (or paths) to
the church are mainly steep and were likely to have peen
little more than muddy tracks for much of the year. And
S0 it would have been when she went on her rounds: one
¢an imagine Celia wearing stout boots, .however elegant the
rest of her attire. Like ‘her contemporary Jane Austen,
she lived in a predominantly ruyral age: but the Industriai
Revolution was already under way, and for most of her
adult years the Napcleonic Wars were a central feature of
national life. Both these great movements must have
affected her in sgome way. Nevertheless, in her day-
te-day round, she would have observed many of the rural
scenes depicted in the engravings of 1813/14 which
surround this narrative. T
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CUSOP'S ROADS

The paths that were worn to the castle and the site where the church now
stands, developed into four main tracks converging on the church. Evidence of
these tracks is there today. A triangular area of grass near the Lych Gate,
where the roads meet, was known as Cusop Green. The stocks and the
whipping post were there. The Green has now gone, but three roads remain.

The tracks were improved and developed as mills and quarries made Cusop a
busy place. At the Quarter Sessions in 1812 the Jurors requested that the road
from Broad Meadow to Duias Brook be repaired because "they could not, nor
yet can go, return, pass, repass, ride and labour without great danger to their
lives and the loss of their goods, to the great damage and common nuisance of
all the King's Subjects. Inhabitants of the said Parish of Cusop, in the said
County of Hereford, the Common Highway aforesaid being in decay, ought to
repair and amend when and so often as it should be necessary."

And so in 1813 we find in the Disbursements of Parish Overseer, Joseph
Beavan was paid "a bushel of wheate for working on the rodes". In the Cusop
Qrderly Book 1821, David Roberts was "employed to break stone for repairing
the roads and that he shall be paid out of the Poor Rates or Highway
Assessments".

In 1838 repairs were made to many roads in Cusop including:- Cusop Green,
Liydyadway, Tycoch, Cusop Dingle, Road to Church, Upper Road, Lower
Road. {from Surveyor of Highways Account Book).

A rate of 10d in the pound was levied to pay for road repairs and raised a total
of £71.15s.8d for the year 1838. (This sum should be considered in the context
of the following extract from the Surveyor of Highways Accounts Book for that
year)

Richard Nott 1s 9d per day Forming road Cusop Green

William Nott 1s 9d per day Forming road Cusop Green

M. Cartwright  8d per day Breaking and spreading stones

In the Highways Account Book 1840 the list of work done included:-
Siding

Rising of stone

Siding, breaking stone and putting in

Widening the road

Hauling 3 loads of stone

Scraping and tumping

Picking stone and pitching drips

Scraping and opening gouts

Carpenter for mending barrow



Roads led to crossing points over the Dulas Brook. When the Toll Bridge was
opened one farmer buitt his own bridge across Dulas Brook to avoid the toli.
There still remains evidence of a road running from the north of Fernleigh and
Cusop Crescent across the brook and up behind the dairy. It is possible that
Kilvert would have followed a path from Hay Castle running along by Mili Race,
crossing Dulas Brook at Cum-dili-ddwr Ford and up to the church.

In 1874 reference is made in the Parish Minutes to the raising of subscriptions
and rates for the building of the Parish School. So with the building of the
school and the coming of the railway certain roads became busier .

By 1903 the Thirty Acres estate was developed, and when Trewern was built a
road was made which linked the Dingle Road with the Lidiat-y-wain Road on
the west side of the church. At first, this road-- which is now the main route to
the church-- had a grass path on the right side leading up the hill. There must
have been many anxious moments as the horse drawn hearse was led up the
steep climb to the church on wet or snowy days.

With the arrival of motor cars and tarmacadam, the roads improved rapidly.
"L.engthsmen” were employed to keep the ditches ciear and the roads and
verges in good order. It was an exciting event to go and watch the cars pass as
gradually the inhabitants of Cusop became proud owners.

In 1930 Cusop Bridge was repaired at a cost of £35. Tolls were no longer paid.

tn 1941 men working on the roads were employed from 8.30am to 6pm. They
complained that these hours meant leaving work during Blackout, and asked
for the hours to be altered to 7.30am to S5pm. Their request was not granted.
They were allowed one weeks holiday per annum, if they had been employed
by the council for twelve months. Gradually lighting and speed restrictions
were introduced on certain roads. The schoo! was closed in 1942 and the
railway station in 1962. The mills and quarries are now disused and Cusop is

residentiai area. :

Most people now drive to church up the New Road and park their cars in the
recently made parking area just before the Lych Gate.
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Census 184!
223 people
59 "houses
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We have been through all the Cusop Registers, starting with
the lovely old vellum register started in 1698. Handling that,
as Sue Hubbard the Hereford archivist remarked, was handling the
skin of an animal which had maybe wandered on Cusop Hill three
hundred years ago,.

We found so many interesting things, tragic tales of infant
deaths, accidents and events of log ago. Marriages marked with
crosses by happy couples unable to write. Often the covers or
back pages were used as notebooks, or places to practise signatures.
One register was used as a 'terrier' recording property of the
church.0One contained details of the sale of Danyforest, once owned
by the church, and sold for £1000 in 1892. One has a plan of trees
planted, '"The Sacred Oaks of Cusop.' A selection follows.

An analysis of the baptism registers compared with the
burial records of infants, shows the high infant mortality rate.
In 1698, the first year of Cusop registers, there were two
baptisms and two infant burials. The percentage of deaths to
baptisms is 357 at times, is regularly around 20%, and infant
burials do not cease until 1910-15.

From the Burial Registers.

1850 Feb 26 Sarah Watkins age 73

"Sarah Watkins was found dead on Cusop Hill,
supposed to have fallen off her horse. An inquest
held on this body."

1857 Aug 12 Anna Williams,Blaenau, Cusop, age 7 years.
" In consequence of the inclemency of the weather

it was deemed prudent to detain this interesting

little girl at home, although she earnestly requested

to be allowed to attend her Sabbath Church Schoeool.

In the course of the day she with one of her

brothers repaired to the quarry pond to

amuse themselves. While stooping over the water

she overbalanced herself, and very soon after was

"found drowned' "

1871 nov.6
1871 Nov 6 Morgan Jones, Hay, age 28
"Found dead on the Black Mountain Common. Inquest"
1879 Sep 5 John Sheen, Mousecastle age 14.
1879 Sep 6 Elizabeth Sheen, Mousecastle, age 6,
1879 Sep 6 Charles Sheen, Mousecastle, age 2.
1879 Sep 25 Hannah Sheen, Mousecastle, age 4,

1881 Feb 12 Carocoline Beavan, Paper Mill, age 24.
1881 Mch 26 Arthur Beavan, Paper Mill, age 21,
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Cusop Charities.

“ PARISH OF CUSOP.

James's CHarITY. ~ - o - . Cusop.

See the township of Crasswall, 531.1259. ‘

The annual sum of 1/, paid to this parish in respect of this charity is laid out in the pur-
chase of bread, which is generally distributed by the churchwardens amongst such of the
necessitous poor belonging to the parish as are not in the receipt of weekly pay, in shares pro-
portioned to the oumber in each family.

J unes;‘:harity.

PexnoyYER'S CHARITY.

It appears from an entry in an old parish register book that Mr. FVilliam Pennoyer, mer- Pennoyer's Charity.
chant, of London, left by Will 121 a-year for ever to a schoolmaster for keeping a school at
the Hay for poor children, and all the children of the name of Butler in the parish of Cusop
were 10 be free for ever ; and he also glave 2!. a-year to buy books for the said poor children, if
their parents were not able to do so. The property chargad with these annual sums is situate
in the county of Norfolk, and belongs to the president and governors of Christ's Hospital, who
regularly pay the same to the schoolmaster of a schoot at the Hay.
Tt is believed that there are now no children in this parish of the name of Butler, and it is
not known when any children of that name last derived benefit from the charity.

BurLgr's CHARITY.

It appears from an entry' in the same register that Jumes Bu{ler, gent., gave 6s. to be paid Batler's Charity.
to the poor of Cusop for ever, charged on a tenement in this parish.

This tenement has long disappeared. The site of it forms part of a farm called Trellis
Hope, which belongs to Mr. Thomas Jennings, of the Vro, in the parish of Rollstone.

The annuity has not been paid for 45 years, and no application for it has been made for at
least 30 years. P

We were informed that the property cherged with it could be identified without difficulty.
An old man of the name of William Foster Williams, aged 84, stated to us that he had lived
many years in the house in question as tenant to Mr. John Jeanings, and that during his
occupancy he was in the habit of paying the money to the churchwardens; aud further, that
the last time he paid it was about 1782, when he gave up possession of the house, which was
e~ after taken down, and thit he koew the site of it.

4 ~
HEeREFORD.] INQUIRING CONCERNING CHARITIES. Hs9
MR, WHISHAW'S REPORTS.
HUNDRED OF EWYAS LACY. :
PARISH OF CLODOCK,
TOWNSHIP OF CRASSWALL. e ‘
THoMas's CHARITY. Crﬂm' o ’
For tae particulars of this charity, see the parish of Michael Church Eskley, p. 264. Thomay's Charity, N
Jaumes's Cuariry, ,]s
It is stated in the Parliamentary Returns of 1786, that William James gave by Will, for | James's Charity. g
L.ead to the poor of this township, and also of the parishes of Cusop, St. Margaret’s and o
Ajichael Church Eskley, the annual sum of 12, each, and that the same were then respectively
vested in James Carpenter. i
These annuities are charged upon a farm called the Merry Hurst, in the parish of St. Mar- &
caret’s, the property of Lady Boughton, whose agent regularly pays them to the churchwardens i
of the above parishes. s
The annual sum of 14 due to this township is paid to David Jenkins, an inhabitant, who
expends it in the purchase of flour, which he makes into loaves of bread. 'The loaves are dis-
tributed by the overseers and other inhabitants, in the spring, among all the poor belonging to o
the tawnship, according to the necessities and number in family of each object. :‘q
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The care of the poor.

The parish in the past had manry duties which are now dealt
with by the Welfare State. Care of the old and the sick, of widows
and orphans and the poor were all administered through the church,
which appointed an overseer at £10 per annum., and levied rates
to raise the necessary funds. Costs were kept down as far as
possible, and 'settlement' had to be established by the needy,
either through birth or by marriage. Parishes only supported their
own poor, others were moved on, or returned to their home parish.
Rents and lodgings were paid, fuel and clothing bought, weekly
payments made, doctors paid, burials paid for, apprentices placed,
pawned goods redeemed, and all recorded in Minutes of the Vestry
Meetings and in Order Books.Cusop has both for the early 1800s and
they make fascinating reading. Meetings were held fortnightly in
the church, but were often adjourned to the Nelson Head Inn, when
payments for'room beer and pies' for 2/- were sanctioned. Some
extracts are included.

Appointment of parish officers continued in the vestry books.
A note for 1865 describes the duties of the assistant overseer-—-

"keep books, collect poor rates, proceed against defaulters,

attend meetings of Hay Union,attend office in Hay for receipt
and payment of poor rates, market and fair days 10am.-4pm.,attend
vestry and parish meetings, to remove paupers to last settlement,
pay in monies to N.P.Hay, to present accounts half-yearly, and to
give security of £100 by bond.' What a job!

The note below shows the difficulty of being churchwarden.
'Ordered that the Church Wardens and Overseers do call on Mr Page

and enquire into the current reports of the Pregnancy of his
servants.'
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APril (:F\e “tl"‘James Prosser' died
Coffl.n £l.e.0 Shroud 7/-

La.jnﬁa out and S}'\mudtﬁﬁ 2/6

Clerk 4-}- beerfor the rmen as carred 3.
‘:ol:a., 'éi. b.b

(316

JOSEP"\ Beavan a bushel oJC wheate .
Jcor WOY‘I(GI;'Wa (o1 m} H—»e r-oc[es 9.0
March 23 1815

For putting Hanna Harris ko bed 30
Jan. 16 1817,

MOFB Jinkins a P'ank to makesa
bedstid. 2.0

Feb. 26 1311,

Sammewell Lloyds 40 weeks lodgin £2.0.0
Nov. Tth. 1817.



Catherine Mor:aans boj il with the
Srall Pax éé
March 27 1212

S
GEOr'a Harris breechis ment .0

Auausl: 277 12)1%

A!!owed {:O curé James Har'rs's foi Q

l)ad breakllr\ﬁ ouk on j'\nlm A
June 1 1819

Pai d for Sedan Chour to ca,rru:, Weblb
to 'nfﬁ-mag %“O
Apri’ | 1920

Mrs Moaory Williams for 'o.ijma ouk
Morris a;\jol —momas\jpohil\fps f[b each.
NMarch 7T 1822



Thak the Assistant Overseer redeerm bhe
Bed ete. thoot 16 be’orgi.ng to MOSGSCBP[:Wr’ij‘\E
and now in Pawn with Mr lsaac James aj
the town of Hagf loth Moj 1821,

"That Dawd Roberts be EmP|03ed to break
stone for- Repa{éma the Roads and thakt
he sholl be Pa..nd out oJL the Ror Rates

or H':ﬁhwqd Assess:-nents.' 13th June 1821

"Thot Henr:'j Jinkins be allowed a
jlannel wascoak. Ock. & 1321

'"That there be a warrenk for My Snnjt‘\
respecﬁr'na the child swore on Aien |

API“'I, 1220

"That David Roberts te be Allowed
f3.0.0 ko build him a Shep!
N Jume 1922



To pay Jcor bleednr'-\ﬂ | | ,36"2‘
une [0 2

,Jo.ne Williams to have tweo paui‘s o
Sl:ocknﬁjs , bwe Skr'r-l's, Jackel:, Pe‘:l:c‘coai'
and a,pron' Ma;;j 10 1821

'"Thak Williarm Rﬂu‘ce be bouu'\d a,PPren{:\'CG‘
Dec. 2L 1822,

Pa.jmen': :For Tu.mPl kes for Jame—s Ham's
and the Old Wormaon ' 1d

Judj N 122

Edward Jones allowed fO{__ Lo redeem his
Pu&w‘:oes with Mr Pu_gh-
Oct. 2¢ 132
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